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THE CIRCULAR, 

Is published on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Satur- 
days, at 43 Willow Place, near the South Ferry, 
(Atlantic-st.) 
The topics which have heretofore chiefly occu- 
pied its columns, and which will still be the main 
are com- 


elements of its most serious discussions, 


prised in the following schedule of doctrines and 
measures : 


SALVATION FROM SIN, THE GIFT 
of the Gospel. 
«© Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 


his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
A. D. 70, or ‘immediately after’ the Destruction 
of Jerusalem, at the close of the Bible record 
and the apostolic age. 
«¢ Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 

here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 

Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16: 28.) 





THE KINGDOM OF GOD, FOUND- 
ed in the invisible ‘ Mansions’ by Christ and his 
followers 1800 years ago, and now being extend- 
ed to this world and hades, uniting three worlds 
on the plane of the Second Resurrection. 
«Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on Earru 

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 


COMMUNISM, AN INSTITUTION 
of the Holy Spirit—the Social Order of Heaven. 
<¢ All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 

Christ. 


DELIVERANCE FROM DISEASE 
and Death, foretold by the Prophets, fulfilled 
by Christ. 
«© He will swallow up Drata in Victory.” Isaiah. 


SUMMARY THEOCRATIC PLATFORM. 


Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 





Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurrection of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 

Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to Ged. 





While these are the main topics of The Circu- 
lar, it nevertheless is not a Religious or Social- 
ist paper mere/y, i. e. to the exclusion of other 
matter, but will embrace in its scope whatever is 
progressive and inspiring in Science, Literature, 
Art, and the News of the world, interpreting events 
from a spiritual point of view, and in their relations 
to the great Providentiai movement of the times. 

The Circular employs in its preparation no hire- 
ling service, but is edited and printed by the family 
of the Brooklyn Commune, and is offered to those 
who desire it, (as the gospel is,) 

WITHOUT MONEY AND WITHOUT PRICE, 
trusting its support to the cause it advocates, and 
the voluntary contributions of itsreaders. With the 
prospect of growing to a Daily issue, it seeks the 
full codperation, literary and editorial, as well as 
pecuniary, of all who sympathize with its objects. 

Js Those who prefer to pay a definite price for 
the paper, instead of receiving it asa free gift, may 
send $3,00 for the yearly volume, 

Address “The Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 





WANTED FOR THE CIRCULAR, 
Well written articles on ail subjects of interest, in- 
cluding Personal Confessions of Christ, and Faith 
Experience; Discussions of Communism and Practi- 
cal Reform; General Correspondence, and Reports of 
News, &c. &e. By writing for The Circular, its 
friends will realize its highest value--making it an 
occasion of improvement’ both ways, in giving and 
receiving. Let it be a Community Parer—an organ 


of the true-hearted every where—growing up in 


PUBLICATIONS 

FOR SALE AT THE OFFICE OF THE CIRCULAR. 
[The Publishers offer Books and Pamphlets ror 
SALE, that they may have the means of offering The 
Circular as & FREE GIFT.] 


£3 Just published, a Book for Students of theHigher Law, en- 
titleda— 
BIBLE COMMUNISM ; A Compilation from 
the Annual Reports and other publications 
of the Oneida Association and its Branches ; 
presenting, in connection with their History, 
a summary view of their Religious and Social 
Theories. 128 pages, octavo. Price 50 ets. 
Printed and published at the office of The 
Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Extract from the Introduction to Bible Communism. 
** The head-waiters of the Brooklyn Commune and 
purveyors of The Circular, being under a pledge of 
some two years’ standing t» issue the Fourth An- 
nual Report of the Oneida Association, which pledge 
they have not hitherto had time and means to fulfill, 
and being subject, in their official position, to many 
calls for the First Report of that Institution, which 
they cannot answer, (the original edition having 
been long ago exhausted,) propose in this work to 
combine the substance of the three past Reports, 
with such other matter from The Circular as will 
be necessary to make it asummary substitute for all 
the Annual Reports; and so acquit themselves of 
further obligation in the premises.” 
Contents of Bible Communism. 
PART L—MATTERS OF FACT. 


Location of the Oneida Association. 


members. Mansion House. Historical sketch. Re- 
ligious views. Form of government. Religious 


exercises, System of Criticism. Schools. Theory 
of the Rights of Property. Treatment of matrimo- 
nial and parental relations. System of Free La- 


bor. Agriculture. Manufactures. Cost of liv- 
ing. Conditions of membership and withdrawal. 


Branch Associations, at Brooklyn, N. Y., Newark, 
N. J., Wallingford, Conn., Putney and Cambridge, 
Vt. Health of the Association. General condi- 
tion of morality and prosperity. 


PART IL.—SOCIAL THEORY. 

PRELIMINARIES. 

BIBLE ARGUMENT.—Cuarrer I. Showing what 
is properly to be anticipated concerning the 
coming of the Kingdom of Heaven and its insti- 
tutions on earth. 

Cuarrer II, Showing that Marriage is not an 
institution of the Kingdom of Heaven, and must 
give place to Communism. 

Cuarrer UI. Showing that Death is to be abol- 
ished in the Kingdom of Heaven, and that, to 
this end, there must be a restoration of true 
relations between the Sexes. 

Cuarrer 1V. Showing how the Sexual Function 
is to be redeemed, and true relations between 
the sexes restored. 

Cuarter V. Showing that Shame, instead of be- 
ing one of the prime virtues, is a part of origi- 
nal Sin, and belongs to the Apostasy. 

Cuarter VI. Showing the bearings of the pre- 
ceding views on Socialism, Political Economy, 
Manners and Customs, ec. 

Cuarrer VII. A concluding Caveat, that ought 
to be well noted by every Reader of the fore- 
going Argument. 


PART IIML—DOCTRINAL FOUNDATIONS. 
Criticism oF Curistenpom. ConstirurionaL Curis- 
rianity. Tue Biste on Marriace. Paur’s Virws 
or Marriage. Law or ADULTERY. 

APPENDIX TO PART III.—Cottoquy on Mar- 


RIAGE AND SLAVERY. 


The Berean ; A Manual for the help of 
those who seek the Faith of the Primitive 
Church: anoctavo volume of 500 pages.-- 
By J H. Noyes. Price, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of the great 
Religious topics of interest: Salvation from Sin, The New 
Birth, The Second Coming, Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our 
Relations to the Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Con- 
densation of Life, &c. &e.,—treated strictly according to Bible 
evidence, but developing many new and interesting conclu- 
sions, differing widely from those of the old Theology. Aly 
who wish to understand Biste Commenism—its constitutional 
basis, and prospects of success—should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. 


The Circular; Complete Files of Vol. 1, 
(Weekly,) $1,00; and of Vol. 2, (Semi- 
Weekly,) $2,00. 


The Perfectionist; (Bound;) Vols. 1, 2, 
and 3: aud Tue Witness, Vol. 2. Price 
$1,00 per Volume. 


Salvation from Sin, Explained and Defen- 
ded. By J. H. Noyes. Price, 6 1-4 ets. 


Annual Reports, (Second and Third,) of the 
Oneipa Association. Price 12 1-2 cts. 
&a> The above Publications may be sent by mail to any part 


Number of 


ASSOCIATED COMMUNITIES, 
at 
Newark, N. J. 
Wallingford, Ct. 
Cambridge, Vt. 


Oneida, N. Y. 
Brooklyn, WN. Y, 
Putney, Vt. 


Business Cards of the Communities. 


Gardens, Mill, and Work-shops, viz : 


NURSERY FRUIT TREES, 


Consisting of — 
APPLES, the most approved varieties. 


PEARS, do. (Standards & Dwarfs. 
CHERRIES, 

PLUMS, Choice varieties. 
PEACHES, 


Isabella Grape Vines, Raspberries, 


STRAWBERRY PLANTS, 


Early Scarlet, and Hovey’s Seedling. 
Also, Myatt’s Victoria PIE PLANTS. 


GOOD WHEAT FLOUR, 
Usually on hand at the THE FLOURING MILL, 
in barrels and sacks; also Buckwnear FLovr, in 
sacks—-Inp1an Meat, Freep, Xe. 
RUSTIC FURNITURE, 
Consisting of Rustie Chairs and Seats, of various 
kinds; Tables, Stands, and Flower Vases; Frames 
for vines, creepers, &c.; besides a variety of other 
Garden Furniture. 
STEEL TRAPS, 


Of various sizes and descriptions. 


Is Orders for any of the above articles, ad- 


promptly attended to. 


IE" The PRINTING OFFICE of the Commu- 
nity is in condition ta receive orders for ordinary 
kinds of Job Printing. 





HE PUTNEY COMMUNITY HAVE USUALLY 
on hand and for sale at their Grist-Mill, 
EXCELLENT FLOUR, 
recently manufactured from new wheat, at the Com- 
munity Mills, Oneida, N.Y. Also, 
CORN, RYE, AND OATS, 
at the usual prices. 


Tuer Mitt has recently been put in good repair, 
and is now doing the regular business of an ordinary 
Grist-mill, with satisfaction and dispatch. Corn in 
the ear crushed and ground at the usual rates. 

BAKER & HALL, Millers. 





Community Machine-Shop. 





a aaataatd 


WILLIAM R. INSLEE & €0., 
MACHINISTS, 
Hedenberg Buildings, Newark, N. J. 





W. R. I. & Co., manufacture Printing Presses, (for eopper- 
plate and letter-press printing.) Jeweler’s Tools, Machinists’ 
Lathes, &c. &e. ; and are prepared to exeeute orders for ma- 
chinery generally. 


WM. R. INSLEE. ABRAM C. SMITH. 











Chinese Clans and Secret Associations. 
In our earlier notices of the rebellion now in 
progress in China, we gave some information of the 
secret societies or associations in which the rebel- 
lion originated; and the reader will find further 
interesting information in respect to them, in the 
following extracts from the History of China.— 
The division of the people into clans, (though it 
has probably occasioned much internal disturb- 
ance.) and the secret associations to which the 
clannish tendency naturally leads, have undoubt- 
edly operated to mitigate in some measure the 
oppression of a corrupt government and its un- 
principled subordinates. A noticeable feature in 
these societies, as will be observed, is their Com- 
munistic character ; and, as the writer says, they 
must have operated directly against the policy of 
isolation which has been pursued by the Manchu 
dynasty : 

The eldership of villages has no necessary 
connection with the clans, for the latter is un- 
acknowledged by the government, but the clan 
having the majority in a village generally se- 
lects the elder from among their number. In 
the vicinity of Canton, the elder is elected by 
a sort of town meeting, and holds his office 
during good behavior, receives such a salary as 
his fellow villagers give him, and may be re- 
moved to make way for another whenever the 
principal persons in the village are displeased 
with his conduct. His duties are limited to 
the supervision of the police, and general over- 
sight of what is done in the village, and to be 








power and edification, with their growth in God. 


of the country, or may be obtained by application at any of the 
Communes. 


HAVING A COMMON INTEREST IN ALL THINGS. 


HE ONEIDA COMMUNITY HAVE ON HAND} 
for sale, the following productions of their 


&e., KC. | 


dressed to Jonathan Burt, Oneida, N. Y., will be 


lagers and higher authorities ; the duties, the 
power, and the rank of these officers vary 
almost indefinitely. : “ " 

The district magistrate, with the stiwnkien 
land their deputies over the hundred, are the 
| officers to whom appeals are carried from the 
|headmen ; they also reecive the reports of the 
jelders respecting suspicious characters within 
their limits, or other matters which they deem 
| worthy of reference or remonstrance. A simi- 
|larity of interests leads the headmen of many 
| villages to meet together at times ina public 
| hall for seeret consultation upon important mat- 
ters, and their united resolutions are generally 
‘acted upon by themselves or the magistrates 
jas the case may be. This system of eldership 
and the influential position the headmen occu- 
~~ is an important safeguard the people pos- 
| sess against the extremity of oppressive extor- 
ition; while too, it upholds the government in 





Of the following varieties :--Burr’s New Pine, Large | strengthening the loyalty of those who feel that 


the only security they possess against theft, and 
loss of all things, from their seditious country- 
men, is to uphold the institutions of the land ; 
and that to suffer the evils of a bad magistracy 
is less dreadful than the horrors of a lawless 
brigandage. * wi ° * 
The many secret associations existing among 
the people are mostly of a political character, 
but have ereeds like religious sects, and differ 
slightly in their tenets and objects of worship. 
They are traceable to the system of clans, 
which, giving the people at once the habit and 
spirit for associations, are easily made use of 
by clever men, for their own purposes of oppo- 
sition to government. Similar grievances, as 
local oppression, hatred of the Manchus, or 
hope of advantage, add to their numbers and 
strength, and were they founded on a full ac- 
quaintance with the grounds of a just resistance 
to despotism, they would soon overturn the 
government ; but as out of an adder’s egg only 
a cockatrice can be hatched, so until the people 
are enlightened with regard to their just rights, 
no permanent melioration can be expected.— 
It is against that leading feature in the Man- 
chu policy, isolation, that these societies sin, 
which further prompts to the systematic efforts 
of the present dynasty to suppressthem. ‘The 
only objection the supreme government seem 
to have against the religion of the people, is, 
that it brings them together; they may be 
Buddhists, Rationalists, Jews, Mohammedans, 
or Christians, apparently, if they will worship 
in secret and apart. On the other hand, the 
people being excluded from the state religion, 
naturally connect religion with opposition to 
the state, and base the latter upon superstitions 
and secret rites, which will more securely bind 
them together. 
The name of the most powerful of these as- 
sociations is mentioned in Sect. cixir. of the 
Code for the purpose of interdicting it; since 
then it has apparently changed its designation 
from the Pih-lien kiauw, or Water-lily sect, to 
the Tien-ti hwui or San-hoh hwui, i. e., Triad 
society, though both names still exist ; the for- 
mer in the northern, the latter in the maritime 
provinces, and Indian Archipelago ; and their 
ramifications take also other appellations. The 
object of these combinations is to overturn the 
reigning dynasty, and in putting this promi- 
nently forward they engage many to join them. 
fad bal * * * * 


The popular associations in cities and towns 
are chiefly based upon a community of interests, 
resulting either from a similarity of occupation, 
when the leading persons of the same calling 
form themselves into guilds, or, from the muni- 
cipal regulations requiring the householders liv- 
ing in the same street to unite to maintain a 
police, and keep the peace of their division. — 
Kach guild has an assembly-hall, where its 
members meet to hold the festival of their pat- 
ron saint, to collect and appropriate the sub- 
scriptions of the members, and settle the rent 
or storage on the rooms and goods in the hall, 
to discuss all public matters as well as the good 
cheer they get on such occasions, and to confer 
with other guilds. The members often go to 
a great expense in emulating each other in 
their processions, and some rivalry exists re- 
garding their rights, over which the govern- 
ment keeps a watchful eye, for all popular 
assemblies are its horror. The shop-keepers 
and householders in the same street are required 
to have a headman, to superintend the police, 
watchmen, and beggars within its limits. The 
rulers are sometimes thwarted in their desi 

by both these forms of popular assemblies, 





a sort of agent or spokesman between the vil- 


and they no doubt tend in many ways to keep 
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up a degree of independence and of mutual 
acquaintance, which compels the respect of the 
government.” 
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eel = = — = 
Signs of a Crisis. 

1. Gerrit Smith has commenced his career in 
Congress; and if his health holds out, (which is 
not unlikely in these miraculous times,) he bids 
fair to prove hiwself a John Quincy Adams Re- 
divivus. 

2. The National Era, the principal organ of 
Anti-slavery, issued at Washington, and having, 
it is said, a larger circulation than any other 
Washington paper, announces that it will be pub- 
lished party after the first of January. 

8. A special series of lectures against slavery, 
by a corps of noted men, such as Grecley, Beech- 
er, Parker, Garrison, Emerson, &c., are in success- 
ful progress in the city of New-York. 

4, William H. Channing is preaching in Wash- 
ington city. 

5. Lucy Stone is lecturing in Missouri. 

6. Some of the Southern papers complain worse 
than ever of Northern fanaticism. 

Evidently, ‘the pains’ are coming on again this 
winter. Let us watch and pray for a good deliy- 
erance, 





The Empire State in Congress. 

New York furnishes the National Legislature 
with its two opposite polar characters, viz., Grr- 
nit SmivH and Mixe Watsu. If the rest of its 
representation ranges regularly through the de- 
grees of moral latitude that separate these two, 
the Empire State has certainly sent to Washing- 


ton a ‘full set.’ 
A Se 


‘The Conflict of Ages.’ 

The Conflict of Ages: or the Great Debate on 
the Moral Relations of God and Man. By 
Epwarp Bercuer, D. D. 

We wish to give our readers a summary glance 
at the contents of this book, the course of argu- 
ment pursued, and the result reached; and in 
doing this we must expect of course to compress 
into a column or two the principal ideas which ex- 
panded, fill a large volume. 

Mr. Beecher commences with the statement that 
the moving powers of the Christian system, have 
by some means become disarranged and misadjus- 
ted in such a way that they act against each other 
—like the two wheels of a steamship, which in- 
stead of playing together, should revolve continu- 
ally in opposite directions, in which case of course 
there would be no progress, but only a perpetual 
spinning round. Such he considers to be the state 
of the Christian movement. 

Reader.—But what are the ‘moving powers of 
Christianity’ whose conflicting action, in his view 
produces this result ? 

Circular.— By the moving powers of Chiisti- 
anity” says Mr. B.,‘I mean those truths that 
in practice are of fundamental importance in the 
great work uf moral renovation.’ As for instance, 
it is necessary for man’s repentance and conver- 
sion, that he should see himself lost sinner on 
the one hand, and on the other, that he should see 
the perfect justice and goodness of God. Both of 
these points need to be clearly established in order 
to produce that softening of the heart which is 
essential to repentance and reformation. Mr. 
Beecher then lays down as the two great moving 
powers of Christianity, what is comprised in the 
following propositions: 

“1. A true and thorough statement of what is 
“involved in the fallen and ruined condition of 
man as a sinner. 

*2, A full development of the honor, justice, 
“ and benevolence of God, in all his dealings with 
“man, so made, as, in the first place, to free him 
“from the charge of dishonorably ruining them, 
“and then to exhibit him as earnestly and benevo- 
“lently engaged in efforts for their salvation, 
“through Christ, after they have been ruined by 
“their own fault.” 

These two propositions, relating to the guilt 
and ruin of man on the one side, and to the 
perfection of God on the other, while they con- 
stitute the essential basis of Christianity—the 
two wheels of the steamboat—are yet according to 
hiv. B. so misadjusted in the present theology, 
that they only work against each other and coun- 
teract each other, producing endless perplexity and 
discord and precluding progress. This is the 
Conriict oF AGEs. 

The manner of this misadjustment and conflict 


constituted the human mind with the power and 
under the necessity of forming certain clear no- 
tions of right and wrong: and the principles thus 
evolved, are intended to apply equally to the judg- 
ment of conduct in God as well asin man. That 
is, in other words, Ged subjects himself to all those 
principles of honor and right which he has made 
so perceptible to the mind, and so essential to the 
constitution of man. Asshowing that God recog- 
nizes this standard of judgment, the author cites 
Abraham’s exclamation on a certain occasion :— 
*Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right ?’ 
If then God, like man, is responsible to certain 
clear principles of right which are common to both, 
we are next led to apply these principles as a test 
to the facts of God’s dealings with mankind.— 
And first, what are the conditions and obligations 
of honor and right resting on God as the creator 
of such a being as man? We cite barely the 
heads of Mr. Beecher'’s answer to this inquiry: 
“1. God has made us intuitively to perceive and 
feel, and, therefore, he also perceives and feels, 
that increase of powers to any degree of magni- 
tude produces, not a decrease, but an increase, of 
obligation to feel and act benevolently towards 
inferiors,—that is, with an honorable regard to 
their true and highest good.” 
“2. Noman, unless compelled by some sup- 
posed necessity, would ever think of denying that 
the principles of honor and right call upon God 
not to hold his creatures responsible or punisha- 
ble for anythizg in them of which they are not 
the authors, but of which he is, either directly 
or indirectly, the creator, and which exists in 
them anterior to and independent of any knowl- 
edge, desire, choice or action, of their own.” 
“3. The principles of honor and right require of 
God, inasmuch as he demands of his creatures 
that they do what is right, and inasmuch as this 
demand is founded in the nature of things, that 
he should not himself confound the distinction 
between right and wrong, by dealing with the 
righteous as with the wicked.” 
“<4, The principles of honor and right demand 
of God not so to charge the wrong conduct of one 
being to others as to punish one person for the 
conduct of another, to which he did not consent, 
and in which he had no part.” 
“5, Since the creatures of God do not exist by 
their own will, and since they exist for eternity, 
and since nothing more vitally affects their pros- 
pects for eternity than the constitutional powers 
and propensities with which they begin their ex- 
istence, the dictates of honor and right demand 
that God shall confer on them such original con- 
stitutions as shall, in thew natural and proper 
tendencies, favorably affect their prospects for 
eternity, and place a reasonable power of right 
conduct and of securing eternal life in the posses- 
sion of all.” 
“6, Not only do the demands of honor and 
right forbid the Creator thus to injure his crea- 
ture in his original constitution, but they equally 
forbid him to place him in circumstances need- 
lessly unfavorable to right conduct, and a proper 
development of his powers.” 
“These principles,” continues the author, after 
variously illustrating them, “are so simple and 
“obvious, to regard 
“benevolence, honor and right, would ever have 


that no one accustomed 


“thought of calling any of them in question, had 
“not certain supposed facts seemed, at times to 
“make it necessary.” 

The ‘supposed facts’ here alluded to as tending 
to raise an objection against testing the relations 
of God and man by these rules of honor and 
right, are the notorious certainty that man’s 
condition in this world does not accord at all 
with what the above principles would lead us to 
expect. Man is found here not only in a state of 
sin, but with a desperately corrupt nature, inevi- 
tably tending to sin from his very birth. He is 
born into the midst of evil influences, both human 
and diabolical, from whose polluting power none 
have ever escaped. Moreover, all this is supposed 
to result from Adam’s sin; in which case it would 
appear that practically, men are condemned and 
punished for the sin of another, which was com- 
mitted thousands of years before they were born. 
Such being the facts of man’s condition, how are 
they consistent with the principles of honor and 
right in the Creator? How can we reconcile the 
sin and evil of this world, resulting peradventure 
in eternal damnation in the next, with the justice 
and benevolence, which all our intuitions tell us 
should compose the character and actuate the pur- 
pose of God in creating man? This is the great 
mystery, the stupendous problem, whose solu- 
tion has engaged the minds of Christians in all 
ages—which has divided the church, and drunk 
up its best energies; and which is yet according 
to Mr. Beecher, as far from a satisfactory settle- 
ment in the minds of theologians as ever. 

The manner in which this great apparent col- 
lision of facts and principles operates on the differ- 
ent minds of men, and creates parties and divisions 
in the church, is clearly pointed out, and forms an 
interesting portion of the present volume. Here 
ave two setts of facts, one relating to God and the 





are next pointed out. God, says Mr. B., has 
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clearly reconcilable with each other. The conse- 
quence is that any strong assertion of either one 
of these lines of truth, immediately provokes a 
corresponding and antagonist assertion of truths 
in the other line, and two parties are formed at 
once. Mr. Beecher proceeds to show that there 
have been in all ages, two equally balanced parties 
in the church corresponding to the Unitarians and 
the Orthodox of the present day, one taking its 
stand on the fact of God’s character for honor and 
man’s depravity and ruin. And these parties 
have been always strenuous opponents of each 
other, because it seemed a necessary conclusion of 
logic that if one was right the other must be 
wrong. The Unitarians in seeking to maintain 
the brightness of God’s character for justice and 
benevolence, (which is atruth,) feel obliged to 
deny the doctrine of man’s depravity, his implica- 
tion in Adam’s sin, and his liability to eternal 
punishment. These things if admitted, detract 
from what they consider the right view of the 
The Orthodox, on the other 
hand, know both by experience and observation 
and by the word of God, that man’s depravity is 
an awful fact, involving the contingency of ever- 
lasting destruction ; and they know further that 
nothing short of a thorough conviction of this 
truth is sufficient to produce repentance and give 
effect to the gospel. But while thus engaged in 
presenting the tremendous facts of man’s ruin and 
responsibility, they fail to clear up satisfactorily 
the question how he came into this state, and so 


divine goodness, 


the character of God is left more or less obscured 
by shadows of mystery and mistrust. Mr. Beecher 
supports these allegations by numerous citations 
from the leading authorities both Orthodox and 
Unitarian, and shows that among the former there 
have been at least five or six distinct versions of 
the manner in which eyil is derived from Adam, 
all of which he considers irreconcilable with the 
principles of honor and right. 

Having shown at length the existence and na- 
ture of the great conflict, the author maintains 
that it is unavoidable, as the Christian system is 
now held—that a new adjustment is required, to- 
gether with the introduction of a new element of 
belief, before the machinery of Christianity can 
move in harmony with the constitution of the hu- 
man mind. He proposes, as the great and only 
reconciler of the confusion that exists, the doc- 
trine of Pre-eaistence ; that all men have had, in 
some previous state of being, a fair probation, un- 
der circumstances favorable to righteousness ; and 
that each one by his own sin, (not by the sin of 
another, or by imputation from Adam, but by a 
free act of himself.) having forfeited God’s favor, 
is subsequently introduced to this world with all 
its evil conditions, as to a disciplinary school, 
where those who receive the gospel may be re- 
covered again to God, and the incorrigible may 
pass onto destruction. Mr. Beecher argues that 
this view, and this alone, is adequate to harmonize 
the great truths in issue between the Orthodox 
and the Liberals; inasmuch as while it recognizes 
and accounts for the tremendous depravity of the 
race, it also frees the character of God in our con- 
ceptions from any imputation of having caused 
that depravity, or of having held us responsible 
for the sin of another. The author does not pre- 
entd to base this theory on any direct seripture— 
he only claims that the Bible is not opposed to it, 
and that like the Newtonian system, it must be 
allowed whatever weight reason and demonstra- 
tion, aside from authority, can give in its favor. 
We have attempted to give but a bare outline 
of the course of thought pursued in this work, and 
have no room to-day for comment. It will be 
seen that the author broaches a subject which 
leads naturally to a discussion of the great prob- 
lem of the Origin of Evil. Any re-investigation, 
tending to throw light in that direction, will be 
observed with interest, and we reserve the topic 
for future remark. 





Curiosities of History. 

It isa very singular fact that the powers of 
heaven have taken the Holy Land away from the 
Jews, and also from the Christians, for long ages 
past, and have given it toa people who practise 
polygamy and believe in a sensual heaven. It is 
also a very singular supplement to this fact, that 
now, after a thousand years of hatred and war 
against that misbelieving, interloping people, all 


the Crusades and Greek wars has come to sym- 
pathize warmly with the Mahommedans, and is 


preparing to give them aid and comfort in their 


sion of the Holy Land, and their territory in Eu- 





other to man, both equally true, but not hitherto 


right, and the other insisting mainly on the fact of | 


Christ having, as he claimed, all power in heaven 
and on earth, and having the Holy Land to let, 
| after the ejectment of the Jews, preferred for his 
tenant, an outside publican, to any of the Phari- 
saic nations of Popish Christianity, and that he 
has had his will about the matter in spite of all 
the grumbling and quarreling of his professed 





| friends and relatives, till at last the better part 
{of them have come round to his way of think- 
jing, and have made up their minds to deal peace- 
ably and charitably with this rowdy tenant, and 
mantain his rights against one of their own pious 
bullies 





Where is the true Church ?---No. 2. 

Inquirer.—-If such is the character of the 
church, and if it is this all-absorbing institution, 
which you have described, and if Christ and the 
apostles commenced the establishment of it; and 
if,as the Romanists claim, and as you in some 
sense admit, it is still existing, are not the claims 
of the Roman Catholic church to be the identical 
church of Christ, the best and most unanswera- 
ble? 

Circularius.—I do not think that they are. 

Ing—Why not? Has it not the advantage 
over every other church in the world in the mat- 
ter of authority, antiquity, and lineal transmis- 
sion? Is not all traditional and documentary 
evidence in its favor—going to establish its di- 
rect descent from the Apostolic church? Do any 
of the Protestant churches stand any chance at 
all in a comparison of claims on this point? Then 
look at its continuous unity and military disci- 
pline and organization: other churches are divided 
and irresponsible. Then, again, has it not an im- 
mense adyantage in the integral character of its 
faith and pretensions? The Pope is a temporal 
as well as spiritual magnate, a governor as well as 
a bishop, and the church takes its character from 
that type. It claims to be above the state—to 
include all truth—to cover all the interests with 
which men have to do in this world. 

Cir.—I admit all this. Iadmit that the period 
of the existence of the Roman church extends 
back even to the age of the apostles. But this 
really proves nothing in its favor. If the Ro- 
man Catholic church is the church of Christ, it is 
not in consequence of its antiquity, or lineal de- 
scent, or evidence of tradition and profane histo- 
ry, nor by virtue of the plea of transmitted au- 
thority. No church can be the Church of Christ 
unless it is made so by the direct commission of 
God. The plea of transmitted authority is worth 
nothing. The idea of a documentary charter 
handed down from one generation of the Church 
to another, in fact, is sheer humbug. There is no 
divine sanction for it whatever at this day. There 
is no evidence in the Bible that the power and 
authority of Christ and the apostles was to be 
transmitted to the generations that should succeed 
them, or that Christ ever appointed any vicege- 
rency, or commissioned any successors in place of 
the apostles and the ‘church of the first-born.’ 
Inq.—Are you certain that there is no Seriptu- 
ral evidence in favor of this assumption of trans- 
mitted authority ? Did not Christ, in the sen- 
tence in which he endued his disciples with pow- 
er to baptize, give the promise of his assistance 
in the discharge of their functions through all 
time ? * Go,’ said he, ‘baptize all nations: and, lo, 
lam with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world.’ This phrase as addressed to mortal 
men, must clearly have been understood as a 
promise of continual assistance to them and to 
their successors. What did he mean by that 
promise ? He could not mean that Peter, James 
or John, or their brethren, were to live forever on 
earth: for we know they are long since dead. As 
therefore, he could not have spoken of the persons 
of the apostles, he must have spoken of their offices. 
He must have meant that though Peter, James 
and John, should be taken from the world, the 
true Church should never be left without apostles, 
but be guided by their successors to the end of 
time. 

Cir.—I am aware that the passage you zefer to 
is adduced by the Romanists in support of their 
claim to apostolical authority. They cooly as- 
sume that the expression ‘even unto the end of 
the world, means ‘through all time, ‘to the end 
of all things,’ ‘to the end of time,’ and then they 
are at liberty and are obliged to expand the 
promise of Christ thus :—‘Lo, I am with you and 


that part of Christendom which was active in| your successors even unto the end of the world.’ 


But such an interpretation of this expression is 
false, and based upon a false translation of the 
Greek original. The Greek word, which in this 


struggle for independence and continued posses-| passage and elsewhere through the New Testament 


is translated ‘world,’ is aion, and according to all 





rope. What does it mean? 


It would seem that | competent lexicographers and commentators, re- 
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fers not to the earth, but to a division of time, 
and should be translated age or dispensation. 
Robinson explains the matter thus: 

“The Jews were accustomed to dispute con- 


cerning the fo ages of the world, the one of 


which they called the ‘present age or world, the 
other ‘the age or world to come” The former, 
in their opinion, was to comprehend the time from 
the creation to the advent of the Messiah, and 
was marked by imbecility, imperfection, ignorance, 
vice, and calamity. The latter they referred to 
the joyful tine when the Messiah should come in 
majesty to establish his dommion: when he should 
subdue to himself all kingdoms, recal! the dead 
to life, sit in judgment, &c.; when, in short, he 
should introduce a new era, distinguished by 
liberty, knowledge, piety, and felicity.”—Lewicon, 
article Aton. 

Bishop Newton, of the Episcopal church, com- 
menting on Matt. 24: 3, says: 

“The end of the world, or the conclusion of the 


age, is the same period with the destruction of 


Jerusalem ; for there being two ages among the 
Jews. the one under the law, the other under the 
Messiah ; when the city and temple were de- 
stroyed, and the Jewish polity in church and 
state dissolved. the former must of course be 
concluded, and the age under the Messiah com- 
menced.” 

The correctness of these expositions, and: the 
utter absurdity of any other, is seen at a glance, 
by consulting even the English versions of 1Cor., 
10: 11.—‘All these things happened unto them 
for ensamples : and they are written for our ad- 
monition, wpon whom the ends of the world are 
come2—and Heb. 9: 26,—* Now once in the end of 
the world hath he [Christ] appeared, to put away 
sin by the sacrifice of himself’ What world was 
that, the end of which had come upon the Prim- 
What world was that, in the end 
The only answer 


itive church ? 
of which Christ appeared ? 
that can satisfy common sense, is, the world or 
age or dispensation of Mosaic Judaism, which 
came to an end at the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Christ clearly determined the meaning of the ex- 
pression, ‘ the end of the world, in the 24th of 
Matthew. His disciples asked him what should 
be ‘ the sign of the end of the world?’ He an- 
swered, ‘This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in all the world, for a witness unto all 
nations: and then shall the end come. Ver. 3, 
14, What goes before this answer, viz., predic- 
tions of events which actually preceded the final 
overthrow of Judaism; and what follows after it, 
viz., predictions of the invasion of the Roman 
army and the siege of Jerusalem ; utterly forbid the 
application of it to any other event than the ter- 
mination of the Mosaic economy. If the Romanists 
object that the sign of the end, viz., the universal 
preaching of the gospel, did not come to pass he- 
fore the destruction of Jerusalem, T join issue 
with them on this point, and appeal to Mark 
16: 20, Rom. 10; 18, and Col. 1: 6,25. If they 
are still disposed to appeal from scripture to ex- 
ternal history. I will go with them even there. 
Eusebius, the father of ecclesiastical historians, is 
almost the only authority that can be appealed to 
in relation to the early ages of Christianity. He 
sys in the first chapter of the third book of his 

eclesiastical history, that ‘the holy apostles and 
disciples of our Savior, were scattered over the 
whole world’ in the time of Nero, between A, D- 
60 and 70; and again in the eighth chapter of 
the same book, that ‘ the sound of the holy apos- 
tles, went throughout all the earth, and their 
words to the end of the world? at the very 
time when Jerusalem was nigh its destruction. 
Christ then had previously defined the meaning 
of the language he used in his last address 
to his disciples. He had expressly set the time 
of the ‘end of the world.’ Tis disciples knew 
that he referred to an event that should come to 
pass within the time of the generation then hving. 
When he said, ‘Go teach ali nations, &e., and, lo, 
Tam with you alway, even unto the end of the 
world, he placed in conjunction the very same 
two events that he joined in Matt. 24: 14, viz., 
the testimony to all nations, and the end of the 
world. His meaning plainly was, ‘It is your busi- 
ness to proclaim the gospel to all nations, previous 
to the predicted end of the present order of 
things ; and lo, [am with you till your work is fin- 
ished.’ Or again, his language may be paraphrased 
thus: ‘While I go to my Father, leaving you to 
publish my gospel to the world, and to encounter 
the turbulence of the last days apparently alone, 
still go to your work with good cheer; for I will 
be with you in spirit through this whole period of 
my absence in person, even till I come again at 
the time of the end, according to my promise.’ It 
is perfectly evident that the commission and the 
promise in Matt. 28: 20, were given to the apostles 
only. The expression, ‘ the end of the world,’ in- 
Stead of requiring or authorizing the interpolation 
of ‘their successors,’ as the Romanists argue. ab- 


solutely forbids it; for according to the definition 
of Christ, that expression refers to an event that 
was to come to pass before they, as a body, could 
have any successors; i. ¢., within their own life- 
time. I donotdeny that Christ is with those who 
believe on him, and preach his gospel, in all ages. 
This is plainly implied in such texts as John 17: 
} 20, Acts 10: 35, and might be inferred from the 
lcharacter of God, without any explicit promise. 
| But I do deny that Matt. 28: 20, furnishes one 
| particle of proof of the continuance of the primi- 





| tive organization, and apostolical suthority, be- 
| yond the time of the destruction of Jerusalem. 


—at om omm———S 
Correspondence of the Circular. 
The HoteAir Furnace. 
Oneida, Dec. 21, 1853. 
Dran Frrenps:—We are more and more pleased 
vith our hot-air furnace. Tt has been a question 
with us during the pleasant weather we have had 
for some time past, whether it would warm the 
house sufficiently in the coldest of the winter.— 
| That question seems to be solvednow. For three 
days we have had sharp winter weather, and we 
have found no difficulty in warming nearly all the 
house by a single fire. 

The advantages of socialism are stnkingly 
}manifest in this operation. The use of the fur- 
nace enables us to dispense with the use of a doz- 
en stoyes—some of them quite large ones, and 
using up great quantities of wood; besides, it 


.j}warms the halls and other parts of the house, 





| which before were not warmed. 
By the old method, a dozen fires were to be 





made every morning in as many different rooms, 
 soundetene considerable attention during the day 
‘to keep them supplied. Now a single person 
makes a single fire in the morning, and the addi- 
tion of coal once or twice a day is all the atten- 
tion it requires, to keep the house comfortable.— 
A fire is made at an early hour in cold weather, 
and when it is time for the family to rise, the 
What can be 


more agreeable than to get up ina cold winter 


house is perfectly comfortable. 


morning, and find the atmosphere of one’s room as 
mild as in a May morning ? 

Besides the saving of labor, and the extra com- 
fort of the thing, it is also a great saving of ex- 
pense. It costs but a trifle more to warm this 
large house for a family of one hundred and fifty 
persons, than it would to warm the house of an ordi- 
nary family of half-a-dozen persons. We find by ex- 
perience that we save from one-half to three-fourths 
of the expense of fuel, to say nothing about the 
extra labor of bringing in wood and tending wood 
fires. 

Is not this a good illustration of the advantages 
of Communism over isolation? There are many 
things which in isolation each man finds it neces- 
sary to do for himself; but which cne can do for 
a large company with the same ease as for him- 
This 
saving of expense and labor gives more time for 
cultivating the mind and heart, for social enjoy- 
ments, and for all those things which make life at- 


self, as in making the fire in the furnace. 


tractive. 

The subject. moreover, tempts one to spirit- 
ualize a little, as follows:—If a stranger were 
to come into from the cold at- 
mosphere of winter, his first exclamation would 
jnaturally be, ‘Ifow warm it is? We might 
|pass with him through all the principal rooms 
f the house, and he would find the same 
warm atmosphere, though he would see no stoves, 
no fires. He would feel a warmth that came from 
some invisible sourea., The pipes which connect 
the different rooms with the furnace, open a chan- 
nel of communication for this invisible element— 


our house 


hot sir—which thus diffuses its genial influence 
over the whole house. So in the spiritual sphere, 
when persons visit us they are often charmed 
with something—they know not what, or where 
it comes from—something which makes them 
happy and pleased to stay—which they feel, but 
cannot describe--which has an effect to warm 
and enliven their hearts, just as the mild warmth 
of a fire is pleasant to their bodies. 

Under the influence of this spirit, persons often 
propose to join us, without knowing what the ele- 
ment is which produces this happiness, and with 
no idea that the same fire which warms the heart, 
burns up selfishness and egotism. What is this 
element? It is the spirit of love, which is diffused 
through the family, through the medium of faith, 
which unites us to Christ, the great fountain of 
love, as directly as the pipes connect the different 
rooms with the furnace. Close these faith-pipes, 
and the spiritual atmosphere wouid be as cold as 
that of the world, just as the temperature of our 
rooms would be chilled by closing the pipes 
which convey the hot air. 





Yours truly, J. R. M. 


Letter Readings. 
Should any one propose to write a book called 
‘ Marriage as it is, he would find plenty of facts 
for material at Oneida, as the Association is receiy- 
ing frequent applications from persons who want 
help in conjugal difficulties, and so has many a 





glimpse unsought behind the curtain of exclusive- 


ness. The following occurs in a late sheet of | 
journal from there :— 
* Dec. 18, 1853.—A stranger called just before 


dinner. 





He had seen one of our papers at L 
and being in a quarrel with his wife, and the 
world generally, he concluded to come here and 
join us, if he liked us on trial. He was made wel- 
come to a dinner, and some of our best advice, and 
This makes the fifth 
case of flagrant conjugal disruption that has been 


then withdrew of course. 


brought to us for cure or help from that little 
restless, fermenting neighborhood of L—-—-. I 


= 


H 
most respects the people there are probably at the 
opposite extreme from the ‘ upper ten’ of the cities ; 
but in respect to the uneasiness with which they 
wear the conjugal yoke, and their propensity to 


slip it off, they seem to be on a par with the most 
‘distinguished’ society. ‘The candle is burning | 
at both ends.’ 

“ Apropos to the state of things in L——, Mr. M. 
tells an amusing story of a conversation he had 
with an odd Michigan stage-driver, when he was 
traveling in the west. Several little incidents on 
the way combined to show some irregularities in 
social matters, and finally the stage-driver relieved 
his mind by propounding the question —* Do you 
know what it is that makes all the women so jeal- 
Mr. M.—‘I don’t know as they 
Stage-driver.— Yes they are—I\ never knew 


ous this year? 
are.’ 
such a time in my life. 
lies right around here that are made a perfect hell 
Mr. M.—‘I hope you are not troubled 


There’s twenty-five fami- 


of by it? 
in this way.’ Stage driver—‘ Yes Tam, &c.” 

A lad in a grist-mill at one of the Communes 
shows quite a philosophical turn of mind in the 
following observation :— 

“This is new business for me, and I am thank- 
ful for the privilege of working here—I have some 
chance to see the world. One man comes to mill 
who wants to buy corn, and get it.as cheap as he 
can ; and he says ‘ that there is a plenty of it—it is 
An- 
other comes, who has corn to sell; and he says 
‘Why, says he, 
‘the crop is cut off all around us.’ ” 


high now, but it will certainly come down,’ 


that it is going to be higher. 


A young friend sends us the following argu- 
ment he had with himself in favor of trying to 
write for the Circular: 

“A novice in writing, one like myself, who has 
little experience in putting his thoughts on paper, 
except in the way of dashing down a few ideas in 
a free and easy correspondence with some friend, 
has a desire to set forth some of the thoughts or 
feelings which he has on deeper subjects: then 
egotism immediately thrusts fprward the idea, 
‘You can say nothing new.’ T am resolved at the 
start, that I will not submit to any such imposi- 
tion: for there are reasons why I should write, 
though my thoughts are only truths at second hand. 
Ife who made me established certain righteous 
relations between me and himself—between me 
and the rest of mankind, and the out-door world: 
yet by a course of thought and action in opposi- 
tion to these ‘higher laws,” I was on the way to 
death, when God through Christ offered to me 
the terms and means of salvation. I accepted 
them; and now shall I think that the progress 
make in the way of life,and the great truths which 
have been pressed home to my heart, are destitute 
of interest to others? The application of a great 
principle is oftentimes more interesting tous than 
the first discovery of it. Take, for example, the 
electric telegraph: one man discovered the princi- 
ple or law that governs it, but thousands of men 
are employed in the application of that law. It 
is not in the power of une man unaided to propa- 
gate his ideas; it must be done through many 
others. Christ had his disciples, and they in turn 
had theirs. Egotism must not stop me from ad- 
vancing the truth, for the reason that God has not 
taken me for a discoverer of fundamental truths. 
My own conversion to Communism is the result 
of the effusions of one who only presented truths 
already brought out by another. This egotism 
only increases the thing it complains of; it may 
as well say, ‘Do-not think, for your thoughts are 
old, as to say, ‘You can write nothing new.’ Be- 
cause in fishing for: ideas to-day, I find no new 
ones, shall I expect none to-morrow? I am to ex- 
pect brighter and better ?deas to-morrow, for the 
reason that I have exereised my mind to-day. 





we see, ‘as through a glass, darkly ;’ but the truth 
well heeded, to-morrow grows brighter, and so on 
until it is a shining light. The case of the artist 
illustrates it well. He has a perception of some 
beautiful ideal—he renews that perception day 
after day, until it is clearly pictured before his 

*‘mind’s eye; then he attempts to embody it on 

canvass or in marble, and it becomes a thing al 

most instinct with life. A. B.” 


In this connection we introduce a communica- 
tion from a subscriber, on Salvation from Death ; 
which is a doctrine, we observe, that is growing 
less and less heretical every day: 

“* There shail be no more death.—Rev. 21: 4. 

“Most of tite orthodox Christians scout this 
idea of salvation from death; yet it is a substan- 
tial fact, that some have lived, and gone from this 
earth to heaven, without passing through the or- 
deal of dying. Now if some have done it, the pre- 
cedent is established, and others may follow. 

“If the Methodists will look at the comment of 
one of their greatest lights, viz. Adam Clarke, on 


Gen. 5:22; they will read something like the 
following: 


“*On account of the astonishing hight of piety to 
which he (viz. Enoch) had arrived, being cleansed 
from all filthiness of the flesh, and of the spirit. 
and having perfected holiness in the fear of God. 
we find not only his soul, but his body refined 
so, that without being obliged to visit the empire 
of death, he was capable of immediate translation 
to the paradise of God. There are few cases of 
this kind on record; but probably there might 
be more, many more, were the followers of God 
‘Tf the 


grace of God could work such a mighty change 


more faithful to the grace they receive.’ 


in those primitive times, when life and immortality 
were not brought to light by the gospel, what 
may we not expect in these times, when the Son 
of God tabernacles among men, when he gives his 
Holy Spirit to them who ask him; when all things 
are possible to them that believe.’ 

“There may be many who consult the produc- 
tions of the great Adam Clarke, that are not aware 
of his entertaining such views upon this subject ; 
and perhaps the above extracts may lead them 
to conclude that there is some possibility of living 
forever after all. C, A. Curtis.” 





Analects. 


.--- When we love the beautiful, we 
are in fact loving God, who is the soul of all beau- 
ty; and if we look through the show, and always 
discern the Lord’s body in our love, there will be 
no danger of idolatry—no danger of flattery —no 
mmeasiness in separation from the object of our 
love. We shall love only God; and we cannot 
flatter him, nor lose him. 


.--~'l'o seek only to please ourselves is 
barbarism: to seck to please one another, is civi- 
lization: to seek to please and worship God inall 
we do, is the hight of refinement. And if we attain 
the third object we shall. secure the others—we 
shall both please ourselves and each other; for 
when our hearts are turned towards God, he de- 
lights in turn to please us, 


-.--The law specifically dictates te 
man what he must, and what he must not do; and 
so puts his will constantly under restraint. The 
gospel does not dictate: it simply places man be- 
tween two forces—good principles and genial in- 
fluences on the one side, and the judgment on the 
other—and says to him, Do as you have a mind 
to. Here is the trutli, and there is the judgment : 
now exercise your liberty. 


----The Spirit of truth is not only a 
living, but a contagious thing. Justas certainly 
as the Spirit of truth gets possession of a man, he 
will become a center of good influences and will 
constantly and involuntarily distribute love, jor 
and peace around him. The contagion of evil is 
great, but the contagion of good is greater. Joy 
and peace are more easily communicated than 
jealousy and evil thinking. 


.---Inspiration is the soul of the intel- 
lect; the eloquence of speech; the power and 
melody of the voice; the charm of singing; the 
life of writing. A writer may compose with ele- 
gance and literary perfection ; but without inspir- 
ation his productions will be those of the tree of 
knowledge, and not of the tree of life. 


----God watches his opportunity and 
catches our ear; we feel the delights of his Spi- 
rit, and our hearts are then tuned up to vibration 
with his Spirit. If we would be happy, we must 
attain to that beautiful state where we shall al- 
ways be thus ready to hear. 


----The universe is an instrument of 
innumerable strings, on which God pours forth 
the music of his heart. Like the Piano Forte, 
its tones are both soft and strong. The Bible is 
a note-book, accompanying the instrument. If 
you either listen to the strains which are ever 
sounding through creation, or look over the notes 
of those strains, you will find that God’s ever- 





God leads us into the truth step by step: to-day 


lasting melody is at once full of seriousness and 
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full of mirth. If you would make the tones of 
your heart a harmonious accompaniment to that 
melody, you must first take lessons in seriousness, 
(which is the soul of all God’s music,) and then 
you must learn to combine seriousness with 
mirth, as these are combined in all the harmonies 
of nature and of the Bible. 


.---The Bible constantly holds up to} 
view the distinction between a broken or contrite 
heart, and a hard heart. Why should we try to 
keep ourselves whole, when our life and hope and 
salvation is dependent on our being broken? — It 
is the broken and contrite spirit that pleases God. 
If persons become so righteous that they cannot 
be broken up. they are too righteous to be happy. 
We are saved by the blood of Christ; and as he 
has to be broken to let his blood flow out, so we 
have to be broken to let his blood flow into us. A 
broken heart is the very receptacle of Christ, the 
very inlet of salvation. ‘That central wound, 
which we receive when we repent, is never to be | 
healed, but to be kept open eternally. There is | 
where the rivers of living water flow into us— 
through that same wound. 

—__—_—o-aoe— 


How to enjoy Things. 
In the first place, I should want to} 
have a good conscience, and feel that God | 





was waiting upon me, and pleasing his| 
child. Then I should want to be rid of 
the fear of old age and death. In im-} 
proving my powers, or extending my | 
knowledge, in adding to my revenues of) 
pleasure, the thought must not obtrude 
itself, that time will rob me of them, or 
I shall have to leave them soon; that 
would detract very much from their en- 
vant to be rid of 





joyment. I should 
the fear of reverses, and accidents or 
unpleasant encounters; I should want to 
be perfectly confident in the star of my 
destiny, so to speak: for instance, if I was 
sailing on a beautiful river, I should want 
to enjoy the scene without a mingling fear 
for the safety of my situation. I should 
want to be entirely rid of envy and greedi- 
ness; from the spirit which refuses to en- 
joy what we possess because others possess 
more—-the spirit which would ‘rather reign 
in hell than serve in heaven.’ I should 
want to admire the gifted without any 
self-comparison, and enjoy the beautiful 
which I did not possess, and sce others out- 
strip me in the race, with perfect compla- 
cency and contentment. I should want to 
be rid of uncomfortable pride of character, 
and bondage to provincial manners and 
etiquette, and fear of ‘what people may 
say;’ and of effeminacy, and too exquisite 
delicacy. These things dry up the sources 
of enjoyment, and narrow its field. = [ 
should want childlike naturalness and 
free play of impulse, and nothing to for- 
bid bold, heroic adventure. Then I should 
want a high cultivation of my senses and 
tastes, and to have them organized in 
their truthful order, one under another, 
the superior reigning, and regulating the 
inferior; I should want to increase their 
acuteness and range, and at the same 
time their power of quiet and uneon- 
sciousness. 

These are the conditions I should want 
to enjoy this outward world; and I ex- 
pect to attain them all by godliness, which 
is truly ‘ profitable for the life that now 
is and for that which is to come.’ I am 
not concerned to accumulate objects of 
enjoyment, but to improve my power of 
enjoying. The man who spends all his 
prime in amassing wealth, finds himself 
at last without one qualification to enjoy 
it. And in fact the industry of most men 
and women is given to attaining what 
they are making no provision in their na- 
tures rightly to enjoy. 

But if I had all these wants thus ex- 
pressed, and all the world was mine to 
enjoy, there is still a more excellent way. 





There is an inner world in which we may 


seek pleasure of all kinds, double refined, 
and a thousand times more attractive 
than the senses open to us or the brain 
an manufacture. If we ‘seek first the 
kingdom of heaven and its righteousness,’ 
all outward pleasures will be added 
unto us; and we shall not enjoy them the 
less for being happy without them. 
ae 
Enjoy the Present. 

One of the greatest hindrances of hap- 
piness, is the existence of a spirit that 
would keep us from enjoying what we 
have already, by impelling us to seek for 
more. Let us all turn from the pleas- 
ure-secking to the pleasure-enjoying spir- 
it. That is, let us not suffer hope of the 
future, to destroy appreciation of the 
Hope should be the servant of 

There are several ways in 


present. 
Gratitude. 
which we destroy our sense of pleasure. 
First, by looking back and comparing the 
present with the past which was better; 
or secondly, by looking forward to some- 
thing superior that we hope to have; or 
thirdly, by fearing that what we have 
will not last. 

Christ said, ‘Sufficient unto the day is 
the evil thereof;’ so, it may be said, suf- 
ficient unto the day is the good thereof. 
We must learn to enjoy our pleasures 
without reference to the past or to the 
future or to the enjoyment of others.— 
We cannot expect to jump at once out of 
the bad habits that the world and the 
churches have bred us to in this respect; 
but we can cultivate in us the habit of 
enjoying in simplicity. A little good 
enjoyed in this way, is worth a great deal 
that is mixed with hopes and fears. Col- 
lect all the particles of real happiness that 
you have, and enjoy them. By giving 
yourself to any beautifnl sensation, how- 
ever small, you more than double it— 
Every time you touch good and enjoy it, 
you touch God; and there are infinite 
depths there, however small the surface 
may appear. God loves the childlike 
spirit, that can enjoy even the smallest 
trifle and be delighted with it. ) 

To conclude, let us learn to appreciate 
thoroughly our present blessings; by thus 
doing we shall come into sympathy with 
the spirit of heaven. ‘Thou meetest 
him that rejoiceth.” “The joy of the 
Lord is your strength.” Strength gives 
health, and health beauty, to the soul 
and body. 


Ee re 
The Spirit of Edification. 

If we wish to fan the flame of heaven’s 
fire, and not quench it, then it is of great 
importance to find what means we shall 
take to invite God’s spirit and quench 
The question has been 
asked, by what means we shall get our- 


the devil’s spirit. 


selves mixed up with the Spirit of truth, 
as that is the spirit -which is to cure 
us of all diseases of body and soul. 
How shall we yicld ourselves to it, so as 
to make it efficacious in saving us? We 
answer, The Spirit of truth is emphati- 
cally a spirit of edification. It is the 
spirit which issues from the heart of God. 
It is the expression of Christ’s heart, 
and of the heart of the Primitive church. 
What are they bent on? What kind of 
a spirit was in Christ when he was in 
the worll? Was he not perpetually 
sowing the good seed of his word, and 
trying to turn people’s attention to it by 
parables and illustrations? He did not 
spend his time in gossip. His mind was 








bent on the improvement of his disciples, | 
and all his conversation was directed that 
way. The spirit of ¢mprovement is the 
spirit of his heart. Then look at Paul 
and the Primitive church, and you can 
see how they were continually dwelling | 
on the power of the Spirit of truth, edi-| 


fying one another. They spoke often to} 
one another of the kingdom of Christ. | 
It is plain that the Spirit of truth is a| 


spirit of edification—-a spirit where) 
there is free play of the mind and tongue | 
and pen, into channels of deep spiritual | 
| 

| 

‘APPIN AT 
CORRESPONDENCE. | 


deed 


thought and communication, 
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FROM CANADA WEST. 
Port Dover, Dec. 16, 1853. 
—Right glad was I the other day to} 
again receive the Circular. I know of 
no consideration which would make me 
willing to part with it. It has been a 
source of great comfort to me, for truly 
does it hold forth the word of life. When 
I look back upon the last two years, my 
heart rises in gratitude to our heavenly 
Father for having brought me into con- 
nection with such friends, and introduced 
me to the writings of J. H. N., from 
which I have learned so much about Je- 
sus, to confess him in me a Savior from 
all sin. I can say with Paul, that ‘he 
was made sin for me, that I might be 
made the righteousness of God in him.’ 
What a glorious declaration! 

I was exceedingly pleased with ‘ At- 
tractive Religion,’ in No, 1, which repre- 
sents God as a pure, benevolent, and 
perfect being,—giving him a glorious 
character, far above that held by the 
churches, who associate Him with evil, 
either as the author of it, or as permit- 
ting it. The very idea of evil being un- 
created, gives sublime thoughts concern- 
ing God, and his goodness towards man. 

With the blessing of God, I intend to 
give at least three times as much as I 
did the last year for the support of the 
paper ; probably more, just according as 
God prospers me, Blessed be his name, 
he has shaken my affections for the things 
of time and sense, and drawn them more 
towards himself. I therefore desire to 
devote myself to his service, so fur as my 
present surroundings will admit, knowing 
that in his good time he will give me a 
higher privilege in the school ot Christ. 
I have my own difficulties in my line of 
business, but rest contented, looking up 
unto Him who has promised us all things 
in Jesus, desiring, in the language of 
Paul, that ‘our conversation may be 
without covetousness.’ How precious 
are his promises! and truly can I say, 
that whatever has been my difficulty, he 
has always opened out a door for escape. 
I have had many instances of his good- 
ness, by looking up to him in faith, and 
beholding him as the Head of all princi- 
palities and powers. Yours, ever faith- 
fully in the gospel, H. Ross, 





Vegetable Instinct. 


If a pan of water be placed within six inches 
of either side of the stem of a young pumpkin 
or vegetable marrow, it will, in the course of 
the night, approach it, and will be found in the 
morning with one of its leaves floating on the 
water. This experiment may be continued 
until the plant begins to fruit. If a prop be 
placed within six inches of a young convolvulus 
or scarlet runner, it will find it although the 
prop may be shifted daily. If, after it has 
twined some distance up the prop, it be un- 
wound, and twined in an opposite direction, it 
will return to its first position, or die in the at- 
tempt; yet notwithstanding, if two of these 
plants grow near each other, and have no stake 
around which they can entwine, one of them 
will alter the direetion of its spiral, and they 
will entwine round each other. * * * 

To the illustrations of vegetable instinct given 
above we may add one that will shortly be with- 
in the observation of those who are fonc of 
cultivating flowering bulbs. We refer to the 
Cyclamen Persicum, a bulb bearing a flower of 
rare delicacy and beauty. While in full flower, 
the stems are erect, but as the tinted petals 





ithe flower-pot. 
j rection of the curve it surmounts the difficulty. 


decay with age, the straight stem gradually 
bows, losing, however, none of its vitality, 


until it forms a creseent, the lower horn of 


which, bearing the seed pod, will press against 
the side of the flower-pot, about two-thirds of 
the depth below the rim. As soon as that ob- 
struction is felt by the plant, the stem will 
gradually take a side-ward direction, so as to 
be parallel to instead of at an angle with the side 
of the flower-pot. It will then retrace its march 
by increasing its curvature until it has climbed 
over the rim of the flower-pot, and deposited 
its seed pod on the mould near the present 
bulb. The plant is probably too delicate to 
bear exposure in the open ground in our eli- 
mate. When thus planted, a similar deposit 
of the seed is made by the plant, but the in- 
stinct is more clearly shown in the manner of 
overcoming the artificial obstacle. Were the 
plant to persist in the original direction of the 
curvature of the stem, the seed pod would only 
be pressed more strongly against the side of 
By the alteration of the di- 


Nature’s realm is full of such wonderful dis- 
plays of instinet.—V. Y. Com. Adv. 


A Letter from the Heart. 





The following letter from John Adams to a for- 
mer class-mate, which we find in an old _periodi- 
Many have felt 
and realized all that he describes in relation to 
friendship, but few eould express it so ingen- 


cal, contains a good life-picture. 


iously. 

Op Friend, 

I resume with Pleasure my long neglected 
Pen upon this opportunity by Mr Belcher to 
inform you that I am still alive, and well; that 
Tam removed from Worcester to Braintree 
where I expect to live and die; and altho, I 
have for a long time neglected to write you, I 
have never forgot to think frequently of you 
and to wish you all the Happiness that you de- 
serve ; no small Quantity truly! 

The perpetual rotation of things in this world 
is such that we are obliged by shifting our thea- 
tre of action frequently to shift our Friends, to 
drop at once a whole Company yt we loved 
like our ownsouls and to contract with a sett 
entirely new.—Thus when I left this Place I 
left behind me one Sett of friends, and by re- 
moving to Cambridge acquired a new one, a 
sett that no accident will ever be able to make 
me forget, altho by removing from that place 
to Woreester I was (with Pain enough) sep- 
erated from them. Now I have been obliged 
to leave behind me at Worcester another sett 
with whom I have spent many agreeable Hours, 
and whom I sincerely esteem, and am now re- 
turned to the same goal from which [seven] 
years ago, I departed, and the wheel begins to 
roll anew.—Whether T shall ever remove again 
| know not, and [ dont much care, but whether 
here or elsewhere I shall always love my 
Friends old and new, and shall wish sincerely 
for 2 resumption, and an endless continuation 
of yt Correspondence with you which was, while 
it lasted, one of ye mest considerable pleasures 
of my life. 

Pray write me, as soon as you can, and let 
me know how you live, whether you are mar- 
ried or about it, or whether you intend to con- 
tinue a Batchelor,--for my part, you know, 
that Woman never fell within my Scheme of 
Happiness, altho, the worid tells me I am over 
head and ears in love, whether I am or not, I 
sincerely dont know. whenever I do I will tell 
you, but Tam afraid you must wait till dooms 
day for information. In the mean time I re- 
main with sinverity, your friend, 

Joun Apams. 

Youthful romance believes in eternal friendships. 
Common experience contradicts romance. Yet in 
Christ and in Communism romance is true. The 
rotation of things ‘in this world’ does not break 
up spiritual connections. No local changes can 
affect the friendships formed in Christ. We do 
not form our friendships any more according to 
Our nearest neighbor may be a 
stranger, and our dearest friend may be unknown 
by face. Our friendships in Community are ce- 
mented by unity of interests as well as by unity 
of hearts; and the longer our experience the more 
respect we haye for the visions of early romance. 


our locality. 





—Some one in the Independent, noticing a late 
book, says, ‘Like almost all genuine books, it was 
written by accident.’ The day of professional 
book-making seems tu be passing by. The books 
that are published now are mostly reprints of 
what has appeared before in the columns of peri- 
odicals. 





j= One acre in twenty, says a late paper, is 
lost in fences in this country. 
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J.S. Hull; E.G. Hawley; S. Willard; H. W. 
Burnham ; M. Thayer. 
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